
In memory of Anthony Johnson – 1980 to 2018
Last Friday I attended the funeral of past student 
Anthony Johnson. Anthony commenced his education 
at Rivermount College in 1992 and graduated in Year 
12 in 1998. Anthony passed away on Father’s Day and 
he will always be remembered in our community 
as a student who proudly embraced his Indigenous 
heritage and was passionate about reconciliation. 
As a Year 12 student, Anthony wrote and presented 
a poignant reconciliation speech that powerfully 
captured the essence of the College’s mission to build 
bridges between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
Australians.

The following is an extract of Anthony’s speech:

“Let’s not have anymore sorry time in this country, 
let’s work towards understanding each other and 
respecting each other’s cultural differences and 
accepting that everyone is different. Let’s look 
towards the day when we can all stand as Australians, 
as one and rich in knowing that we all have a cultural 
heritage.” 

Anthony Johnson 
Past student of Rivermount College and Hank Young 

Foundation Scholarship student
 
‘Movie under The Stars’
Last Saturday evening, the Families and Friends 
Association hosted an outstanding community event 
with their first ‘Movie under the Stars’ featuring the 
hit children’s movie – The Incredibles. Despite the 
rainy weather preceding the event, the evening was 
a huge success with over a hundred members of our 
community attending. On behalf of our community 
I would like to sincerely congratulate and thank the 
committed members of the Families and Friends 
Association and the many volunteers who assisted in 
planning and presenting this initiative.

Notification of Student Achievements
The College encourages students to actively 
participate in a range of activities including sport, 
clubs, the performing arts and community initiatives 
as part of our co-curricular program. We also 
encourage students to expand their interests outside 
of the College through participation in local, state and 
national activities. 

Early in Term 4 we will honour those students that 
have achieved at a state or national level in an extra-
curricular activity that is outside of the College 
program. If your child has attained an achievement 
at this level we encourage you to notify the College as 
soon as possible by emailing details to marketing@
rivermount.qld.edu.au

GBC Trimester 3 Finals at Rivermount
This Saturday we are proud to play host to the GBC 
Trimester 3 finals. With a home ground advantage, 
we are looking at achieving outstanding results from 
those teams that have secured a place in the finals. 
Please come along and support the following teams 
who will be competing for Premiership honours:

• Volleyball Firsts
• Volleyball Seconds
• Touch Football Senior Seconds
• Soccer Intermediates

A copy of the program including fixtures is available 
to: DOWNLOAD HERE

We congratulate all teams that have represented the 
College this term in the GBC program and we wish all 
students competing in the finals all the very best.
GO RMC!
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PRIMARY NEWS

Year 6  Japanese Incursion

On Thursday 6 September, the Toko-Ton Taiko 

drum group introduced the Year 6 students to 

traditional Japanese Taiko drumming. 

The students watched a short performance 

from the talented performers before each 

class had the opportunity to participate in a 30 

minute, hands-on workshop. 

The students learnt how to maintain a 

traditional rhythm by using their arms and 

voice to keep beat. The sound they produced 

as complete beginners was amazing.

Kath Kirkpatrick
Japanese Teacher

The Primary School students have been 
enjoying a range of exciting activities as part 

of the Term 3 Electives Program held on a 
Wednesday afternoon.



PRIMARY NEWS

FIZZY DRINK BOTTLES NEEDED FOR 

ROCKET SCIENCE

The Primary School would like your assistance in 

providing empty fizzy drink bottles for an upcoming 

adventure in Rocket Science. 

Fizzy drink bottles used for soft drinks are ideal for 

this exciting project. When filled with pressurised 

air these bottles will not rupture or split.

Please bring your empty drink bottles to 

Mrs Verriest’s staff room located in the Year 3 Centre. 

Primary School Tutoring/Homework Club
 

Just a reminder that last Monday 10 September, 
was the final Primary School tutoring/homework 
club session for Term 3. The tutoring/homework club 
sessions will recommence in Term 4 on the Monday 
afternoon of Week 2. 

We have had a very successful Term 3 of tutoring/
homework club, with a large number of students 
from Year 4 to Year 6 attending each week. We look 
forward to our Monday afternoon sessions once 
again in Term 4. 

If you have any questions or you would like more 
information about the Primary School tutoring/
homework club sessions, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 

Rick Tranter
Primary School Tutoring Co-ordinator



SECONDARY NEWS
Stress Less Lunch 

Stress Less at RMC was a day initiated by the 
Leadership Team to help the mental health of 
our Year 12 students. Last week, Year 12 students 
sat the QCS test on Tuesday and Wednesday 
and have been preparing for their upcoming 
exams in the coming weeks. On Friday at 
lunchtime, Stress Less at RMC was held with 
a sausage sizzle and fun activities, including 
beach volleyball on the new College Green. 

The Wellbeing Team members and staff 
volunteered their time to help serve the students 
at the BBQ and acknowledge the importance 
of mental health, during these stressful times. 
With bubbles and laughter filling the air, we 
revisited our youth with games of skip-rope 
and alike, Stress Less at RMC succeeded in 
giving Senior students an opportunity to relax 
and regroup in preparation for the busy end-
of-term weeks to come. 

The Leadership Team hopes to carry on this 
day of Stress Less at RMC for future students, as 
they reach their Senior year and its associated 
stresses. 

Jaydlynn Kiemann 
College Captain

Kirra Constantin 

Kirra recently completed the 8 week Expressions Dance 
Company’s Youth Ensemble Pilot Program and was one 
of 3 lucky young ladies to receive a scholarship for a 1 
week secondment to QUT for 2019; for her commitment, 
continued efforts, improvements and promise.

We are so proud of Kirra and one of her EDC teachers 
Riannon McLean said Kirra has a lot of potential and they 
would like her to audition again this year for the EDC 
Youth Ensemble Program for 2019.

She was very lucky to have her beautiful Dance Nation 
teachers there on Sunday, supporting her completion of 
this amazing experience and opportunity; thanks to their 
talent and dedication to many years teaching Kirra and 
all their students.

Gayle Lock - Careers Advisor



SECONDARY NEWS
Year 12 Biology

Last Thursday morning, the Year 12 Biology students 

participated in the annual Native Australian 

Flowering Plants Incursion. This activity draws 

together all of their theory from the last two years 

and allows them to look at the unique features and 

adaptations of three native plant families. It was a 

little bit messy, but also plenty of fun. 

From here, the students will complete their final 

Biology assignment in which they will research 

the local environments and developments 

(commercial, industrial and residential) in order to 

form recommendations as to how we can ensure 

that ongoing growth and development of native 

plants can occur.

Craig Brown 
Director of Academics

IMPORTANT EVENTS 

FRIDAY 14 SEPTEMBER

JTAS Athletics Track and Field

15 SEPTEMBER

GBC Finals at RMC

19 SEPTEMBER

GBC Athletics Championships

21 SEPTEMBER

Last day of Term 3



SECONDARY NEWS
Year 7 Debate Team

To round out our debating season last Thursday night, the Year 
7 Debating Team competed in a short preparation debate 
against Citipointe Christian College. The topic for the night 
was that: ‘School should be only 4 days’ and the Rivermount 
College team argued the case for ‘the affirmative’. 

Despite only having one hour’s notice of the topic, Kirilee, Maya, 
Sonny and Renae all worked well to establish a sophisticated 
and cohesive team case. Unfortunately, the win for the night 
was awarded to Citipointe Christian College. 

On the whole, it has been a challenging and rewarding season 
of debating with some triumphs and lots of trials. All of the 
members of the Year 7 Debating Team, Maya Barclay Ford, 
Storm Carroll, Renae Goethals, Sonny Kleinschmidt and Kirilee 
Smith are to be congratulated on the progress that they have 
made in their public speaking and debating skills throughout 
the season. 

As their coach, I can definitely say that all of the Year 7 debaters 
have represented the school with poise and eloquence and 
done us all proud. Well done, team!

Andrea Gibson
Secondary School Teacher

Congratulations to Year 12 student, 
Nadia Newell, who recently graduated 
a Cert III in Individual Support. At the 
beginning of Year 11, Nadia applied 
for the Traineeship position offered in 
partnership with the Logan Bayside 
Health Network and the Logan Hospital. 

She was selected from 91 applications to 
be one of 14 chosen to participate in this 
opportunity to explore a pathway into 
Nursing. At the graduation ceremony 
last Friday, Nadia was a keynote speaker 
and was named Trainee of the Year. She 
plans to follow her Nursing pursuits, 
enrolling in a Bachelor of Nursing/ 
Bachelor of Paramedic Science at QUT 
next year.
Rivermount College wishes to 
congratulate Nadia on her achievements 
and wishes her all the best for her future 
pursuits.

Gayle Lock
Careers Advisor



World Vision Backpack Challenge Sleepover

Thank you to everyone in the Rivermount College community, who has contributed to our World Vision 
Appeal. Over the past 10 years, the College have raised a staggering $108,324.
 
This year we have raised an incredible $7,704. The Student Council has been very busy fundraising!
The current focus for World Vision’s fundraising efforts is to help refugees and displaced people as there 
are currently 68.5 million displaced people around the world and half of them are children. Rivermount 
College is proud to play its part in supporting these people whose lives have been forever changed by war 
and conflict.

This year, we kicked off with a denim-themed Free Dress Day. As always, this was a very well supported event 
and proved to be a significant fundraiser. For the whole of August, we ran a Loose Change Appeal at the 
College. The generosity of our students and families meant that we raised a fantastic $1,429.60. 

We added a new event to the College calendar this year. World Vision’s traditional 40 Hour Famine has 
been replaced by the 40 Hour Backpack Challenge. Students need to live out a backpack for 40 hours. To 
encourage the students in Years 7 to 12 to participate in this fundraising event, we ran a sleep-over at the 
College. This was very well attended by an enthusiastic group of students. 

Over the course of the afternoon and evening, we ran a series of events that centred around the refugee 
theme. Students were grouped in refuge families, forced to flee their ‘home’ and build their own ‘refugee 
camp’! They also had to spend the ‘money’ they had earnt at a market selling different food types. We also 
played some simple team games and watched a movie before sleeping in the classrooms! This allowed 
them to put their negotiation/bartering skills to the test. The next morning all the students helped to cook 
a breakfast, which they enjoyed on the College Green. The students and teachers involved in the Backpack 
Challenge raised a huge $3,370.00.

Thank you again to the whole community for supporting our fundraising efforts here at the College.

Gill Morgan 
English Coordinator

SECONDARY NEWS



CARTOONING CAMPS

Cartoon Kingdom is proud to present 
‘Cartooning Camps’ for the September 
School Holidays. The camp will be held 
from Monday 24 to Monday 28 September 
at the Nerang Girl Guides. Information 
and Registration forms are available to 
collect from the Student Welfare Office.

HOLIDAY WRITING CAMP

Write Like an Author
‘Write Like an Author’ is a course for 
middle school aged students who are 
enthusiastic about writing. This course will 
teach students the skills they will need to 
construct wellcrafted, imaginative stories. 

Address:  Beenleigh State School

  22 James St, Beenleigh

Date:                Monday 24 to Friday 27  

                           September 

Cost:   $195.00

MOBILE DENTAL SERVICE

BOOK YOUR CHILD’S FREE 

DENTAL CHECK UP

Visiting Rivermount College in Term 4

Date:  8 October - 5 November

Cost:  Free check up

Contact: Phone 1300 300 850 to book

MENTAL HEALTH SURVEY 
Conducted by the University of Queensland

Do you have a teenager between 11 and 17 years old?
Can you help us understand how family relationships influence teen 
mental health? The University of Queensland is seeking families to take 
part. You can enter a prize draw for a $100.00 Coles-Myer gift voucher.

For more information and to complete the survey, please go to our 
project website here.

COMMUNITY NEWS

GIGS IN THE GALLERY
Free Event showcasing Logan bands and musicians
Date:   Saturday 15 September

Time:   2:00pm to 4:00pm

Address: Logan Art Gallery 
Cnr Wembley Road and Jacaranda Avenue, Logan Central
Held in conjunction with Artwaves 2018, this event brings together Logan’s 
emerging musicians for an afternoon of laid back beats and popular songs. 
Bookings essential:  BOOK HERE

ORMEAU FAIR 2018
SATURDAY 15 & SUNDAY 16 

SEPTEMBER

1 - 57 BURNSIDE ROAD YATALA
FREE ENTRY  CARNIVAL RIDES  STALLS

FOOD & DRINK  SHOW BAGS  

FIREWORKS  

We are now reaching the end 
of our World Vision appeal for 
2018. So far we have raised just
over $7,704!

If anyone would like to make a donation to our College’s appeal, 
the link is:
https://www.40hourfamine.com.au/supporters/2622819 

Any donations would be very much appreciated.
Thank you to everyone for your support so far.

PARADISE DIVING CLUB

In the upcoming school holidays, Paradise Diving Club will be running 
our very popular ‘Holiday Learn to Dive Program’ which is open to all 
members of the community. There will be a day program being held 
on the 1, 2, 3 and 4 October 2018. 

This will create a great opportunity to introduce the sport of diving to 
Gold Coast children. All lessons will be conducted at the brand new, 
world class  Commonwealth Games facility at the Gold Coast Aquatic 
Centre in Southport. If you require any further information, please 
contact Kevin on: 0415 787 207.

https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parentingteens/project/mentalhealth
https://exp.psy.uq.edu.au/parentingteens/project/mentalhealth
http://logan.qld.gov.au/galleryevents
https://www.40hourfamine.com.au/supporters/2622819


KEY DATES - GBC TRIMESTER 3

15 September:             GBC Finals at RMC
 
19 September: GBC Athletics Championships

Year 5 Girls Gold Basketball Round 7

On Saturday 8 September, the Year 5 Gold 
Basketball Team played against Redeemer  
Lutheran College at home. We had a fantastic 
game and came away with another win. Special 
mention to Keira Dwyer for her excellent basketball 
skills. 
Final Score: RMC 25, RL 16 . 

The girls have shown wonderful improvement over 
the season and we would like to thank our coach – 
Dom Kennedy for sharing his expertise with us.

Katie Norman
Primary Teacher

Year 3 / 4 Football

The Year 3 / 4 Football Team played an improved 
game against Ormiston College on Saturday 8 
September. The skills of our players showed great 
improvement in this game and they are beginning 
to understand some of the techniques learnt during 
training. After some pointers and reminders from 
our coach, Mr Hajdukovic, the team played a much 
better game during the second half. 

Unfortunately, Ormiston proved to be the better 
team of the day and won the game with 12 goals 
against 0.

Thank you to our understanding coaches, Simon,  Mr 
Hajdukovic and parents for all your support and help 
throughout the season.

Rena Blake 
Team Manager

Message from the Director of Sport

We have the pleasure of hosting finals this Saturday 
at our home venues.  Congratulations to the Senior 
Firsts and Seconds Volleyball Teams, Intermediate 
Football Team and the Senior Seconds Girls Touch 
Football Team for qualifying for finals.

Come along and support our teams. It should be a 
very exciting morning of sport.

Go RMC!
Andy Knapper

Director of Sport 

JTAS SATURDAY SPORT 
RESULTS: TERM 3, ROUND 7

JTAS BASKETBALL

Year 4 Boys              RMC 28 - Lutheran 2 

Year 5 Girls Green RMC 7 - Ormiston 11

Year 5 Girls Gold Washed Out

Year 6 Boys  RMC 16 - Lutheran 25

JTAS FOOTBALL

Year 4  RMC 0 - Ormiston Blue 10

Year 5  RMC 3 - Lutheran 3

Year 6  RMC 8 - Ormiston 1

Open Girls RMC 8 -  Lutheran 0

SPORTS NEWS



Year 6 Football 

The team played their last game at Ormiston College. It was a terrific end to the season, with the players 
having a lot of fun on the field. It was a Rivermount win with a final score of 8-1. Thank you to Mr Collavino for 
coaching our team and to the parents who supported us. My thanks to the players for their commitment to 
the team. Your enjoyment of the game made for a great season and your team spirit has been commendable. 

Congratulations on a fantastic season! I wish you all the best for next year.

Alyson Clarkson 
Team Manager

Year 5 Girls Green Basketball

The basketball season has come to a close and it has 
been a very rewarding season for the players and myself. 
We were so lucky to be under the guidance of Brittany 
Lovelock, our coach who guided the girls to a number 
of wins this season.  The girls green team have improved 
their basketball skills, developed their confidence and 
learnt more about working as a team. 

Congratulations to the players for always ending the 
games with a smile and knowing they had tried their best. 

Ann Andersen
Team Manager

Athletics Captain Male Athletics Captain Female

SPORT NEWS



Every week I spend time with teachers, students and parents helping them understand technology and the digital 
world, and present strategies to manage devices at home and at school. Ultimately, I want to ensure they are kept 
safe online and have the ability to thrive in this world, whilst reaping the many benefits the technology has to 
offer.

I am certainly not against technology, against social media or against video games. In fact, I see great benefits to 
incorporating them into our lives and the lives of our children. What I am against however, is the handing over of 
the devices with full access to the internet when there is little understanding of the potential harm and little to no 
safeguards.

We have all heard the stories, seen the headlines and clicked on the alarming clickbait. Stories of grooming where 
the young and vulnerable are lured away from their screens and in to the clutches of some paedophile. Yes those 
stories are out there, and while still a small minority of cases, the consequences are devastating. And aside from 
the grooming, there is the exposure to so much inappropriate, pornographic content that young people are being 
inadvertently sent via social networks and gaming platforms. Recent reports of a young girl finding herself in a sex 
chat room in the kids gaming platform Roblox is just one of mention.

What happens when kids find themselves in dangerous or perverted circumstances is usually the result of playing 
in playgrounds that they are just not cognitively and socially and emotionally developed enough to handle. When 
we place a child in an adult space, where adults are hanging out, (many of whom don’t have their best interests at 
heart), we are asking them to make decisions and judgements and think in the critical ways that they are simply 
not equipped for.

In my student sessions we discuss how easy it is to be someone else online and how we can better arm ourselves 
with the skills and thinking to make accurate judgements about someone’s identity. When I show them a picture 
of a made-up avatar with a picture of Justin Bieber and I ask them to tell me how they would know if he was the 
real deal, I get the same responses every time. Every single time from kids as young as 8 right through to those 
hitting their teens, I am met with suggestions such as “I would just ask him the name of his first song he wrote, not 
the one he released as not many people would know that”. Or “I would ask him the name of his first pet?” Or “I 
would ask him things that only really hard-core fans would know and ask him to tell me really quickly before he 
had time to google it”.

Every week when I do this exercise I am reminded that they are just not there yet. Their brain development is just 
not at a point where it can accurately make these decisions and come to the right conclusions. It isn’t because 

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

Is your child’s brain ready for 
the online playgrounds?
by Martine Oglethorpe 
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they are naïve, or stupid, it is simply because they haven’t been on this earth long enough, and their brain has not 
had the chance to grow and learn and think in ways that are beyond what we are expecting of them.

Now, as I said I am not against kids playing in some of these places but it must be done with absolute supervision 
while they are young. That means finding out about the platform they are wanting to hang out in. Finding out how 
you can make it as safe as you possibly can. Find out what settings to put in place and what 3rd party software 
you may need to look at to keep things under control and away from curious eyes.

If you are deciding to allow your child to have a device, search the internet, open a social media account or to play 
an online game, make sure that while you must certainly be teaching them the skills and thinking they will need, 
you cannot rely on that teaching alone. So, check age guidelines and if you think your child can manage and you 
are prepared to put in the time with them, then you must:

Play that game: have a go with at playing that game even if it is driving you crazy. You may just have some fun, 
enjoy some bonding and most importantly be able to have the most relevant conversations about any themes, 
content or possible dangers that may be found while playing.

Go to the settings: Always, always, check out what is available in the settings to make the experience as safe and 
user friendly as possible. This is where you can select who can contact your child, who can see their content, what 
content they can see, who can comment to them, what they can say, what words or phrases they can hear etc.

Google the potential risks: Understand some of the risks that have been associated with the game or app so you 
know you are doing all you can to avoid that risk.

Connect with your child: Talk to your child about what they like to do. We don’t always have to be lecturing 
about what not to do online, but we can certainly be speaking about the positive elements and how we can 
encourage them to find ways to enjoy the good rather

Watch them in this playground: Just as you would when they first take off the training wheels, or first make it on 
to the skatepark, we watch to see how they are going. Check to see if they are learning from past mistakes, to see 
if they have a back-up plan, to warn if you need to and to help them get back up again should they fall.

We don’t send our kids to adult movies when they are young because they don’t have the cognitive development 
to process much of that content which may well be inappropriate. We don’t send them to the city alone full of 
strangers and expect them to navigate on their own and make decisions about unfamiliar people and 
surroundings. And so too, we must not hand over the digital world without both the teaching, guidance and 
connection, as well as the safety strategies, the boundaries and the research to know that they have the ability to 
remain safe and make the best decisions for themselves in the online world.

You can attend our upcoming webinar, Managing video games and the next digital craze, at no cost!

As your school is a Parenting Ideas Schools member, you can attend our upcoming webinar Managing video 
games and the next digital craze with Martine Oglethorpe at no cost! Use the voucher code below to register for 
the webinar valued at $37 per person.

About the webinar
When it comes to kids and video games there’s so much for parents to learn. Why are kids so fascinated? How to 
manage the next craze? How to assess a game’s suitability for your kids? And there are so many decisions you 
have to make as a parent when your kids become interested in the video game craze. Should you ban your child 
or young person? What’s the best approach to take? When should you worry? Join parenting and technology 

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools



expert Martine Oglethorpe for a practical 60 minute webinar addressing the issues you need to know about.

When
Thursday 13 September 2018 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM AEST
Catch up available: If you can’t make the scheduled webinar time, you don’t have to miss out — simply register for 
it and a recording will be made available for you to catch up anytime. This recording will be available to everyone 
who registers, which also means those who attend can listen to it more than once.

Price
This webinar is $37 per person to attend, and is free of charge to families at schools that have a Parenting Ideas 
membership.

How to use the voucher
1. Go to www.parentingideas.com.au/product/managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze/
2. Click ‘Add to cart’ and proceed to the cart when you are ready.
3. Enter the coupon code Balance and click ‘Apply’. Your discount of $37 will be applied to the order.

Martine Oglethorpe

Martine Oglethorpe is an accredited speaker with the Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner and has presented to numerous parent groups, schools and teachers. 
She is a speaker, counsellor and educator with a passion for building resilient kids in a 
digital world. Contact details: info@martineoglethorpe.com.au, themodernparent.net, 
facebook.com/themodernparent

We're a Parenting Ideas school parentingideas.com.au/schools

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/product/managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze/
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze-voucher.jpg
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze-voucher.jpg
https://www.parentingideas.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Managing-video-games-and-the-next-digital-craze-voucher.jpg


↸  PGL Kindilan, Cnr Days & German Church Rd, Redland Bay QLD 4165      1300 859 895

To book visit
www.pgladventurecamps.com.au/daycamps
Booking essential. Limited places.

School Holiday Program 24 Sept - 5 Oct 2018

Day Camps
at PGL Kindilan, Redland Bay

Adventure activities such as:
◾ Abseiling 
◾ Flying Fox 
◾ Canoeing 

All instruction included. Suitable for ages 7-14.
Arrival from 8:15am, activities between 9am - 4:15pm. Pick up 4:15 - 5pm. 
For children aged 5-6, an alternative activity program is available. Please call us for details.

◾ Archery 
◾ Aeroball
◾ Challenge Course

◾ Leap of Faith 
◾ Climbing
◾ Raft Building

Just $49 incl. GST per day
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