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Performing Arts Tuition 

 
The Rivermount College Performing Arts Tuition Program provides students with the opportunity to focus on and develop their ability 
and skill acquisition in specific disciplines. Lessons take place during College hours and are available as a private, shared or group 
arrangement, depending on the nature and availability of the activity. 
 
Tuition 
The range of tuition opportunities available are listed below: 

 Guitar (including Ukulele and Bass Guitar) 
 Voice 
 Percussion 
 Brass and Woodwind (Alto Saxophone, Tenor 

Saxophone, Flute, Clarinet, Trumpet and Trombone) 
 

 Dance (Move and Groove Prep to Year 2 and Dance 
101 Year 3 to Year 6) 

 Piano 
 Strings (Violin, Viola and Cello) 

 
 

With the exception of Dance and Piano, all lessons are 30 minutes in length. In most cases, lessons are scheduled on a rotational 
basis to ensure that students do not miss the same school lesson each week. Secondary students may elect to take advantage of a 
before or after school lesson, however, this is subject to the availability of the tutor.  
 
Dance Technique Class 
Move and Groove is a program which focuses on beginner technique and skill development and is available in prep, Year 1 and Year 
2.  Once students have progressed through learning the basics in these classes, they can enroll in Dance 101 in Year 3 to Year 6.  
These lessons are 45 minutes and occur during school hours on a rotational timetable. 
 
Tuition Fees 
Billing for the Performing Arts programs will be based on a term by term payment system. Under this system, students who undertake 
a full year program will be guaranteed to receive at least 30 lessons throughout the year, allowing for lessons that are missed through 
College activities and academic commitments (camps, excursions, exams and carnivals).  
 

Lesson  
Type 

Lesson 
Length 

Description 
Payment Per 

Term 
Cost per 

Year 

Private 30 Minutes 

Private lessons are for students who would benefit from one-on-
one instruction with their tutor. Students intending on performing in 

Eisteddfods or completing AMEB examinations or similar are 
encouraged to enrol for a 30 minute private lesson. 

$320 $1280 

Private 
(20 minute) 

 
Piano Only 

20 Minutes  
Private lessons are for students who would benefit from one-on-

one instruction with their tutor. 
$215 $860 

Shared 30 Minutes 
Shared lessons are for two students of similar or complementary 

ability. If a shared lesson is not viable, a shorter private lesson may 
 

$165 $660 

Group 
Only Strings, 

Brass and 
Woodwind 

30 minutes 
Group lessons are for three students of similar ability. If a group 

lesson is not viable, a shorter shared or private lesson may be 
 

$145 $580 

Dance 101 and 
Move and 

Groove 
45 minutes 

Group Lessons which focus on beginner technique and skill 
development. 

$80 $320 

Note: The College reserves the right to temporarily amend the maximum number of students in a given lesson type to facilitate the smooth operation 
of the program. 

 
Tutors 
Each of the tutors involved in the delivery of the Performing Arts Tuition Program has been engaged by the College for their skill and 
ability in the provision of instruction within their chosen discipline. The College acts as an intermediary in an arrangement between 
tutors and parents by providing facilities, resources and timetabling, communication and billing services for the program. 
 
Instrument Loan Scheme 
Rivermount College operates a small Instrument Loan Scheme to encourage greater participation in the Performing Arts Tuition 
Program. This scheme allows students to borrow an instrument from the College for 6 months while they establish foundation skills 
in their chosen discipline. The arrangements for loan instruments are reviewed periodically to ensure students can be transit ioned 
from a loan instrument to a personal instrument, thereby allowing other students to take advantage of this valuable opportunity. All 
instruments remain the property of Rivermount College, however, students are required to maintain the instrument in good working 
order. If you wish to apply for a loan instrument, please complete that section of the online form. 
 
Borrowing in limited to 6 months and priority is given to students in the Year 3 Strings and Year 4 band programs. Some instruments 
are not available for loan.  Others may only be available after a waiting period.  The College does not guarantee availability and 
encourages families to purchase instruments at the earliest convenience. 
 



Communication 
 or alternatively via Google Classroom for Year 5 to 

Year 12. Given the minimal contact time each week (compared to a regular classroom experience), notes may be minimal, in most 
cases simply identifying what is to be worked on during the week and an indication of any issues associated with preparedness and 
punctuality. All students will receive a report at the end of each Semester. These reports provide results in a variety of specific criteria 
as well as some general comments.  
 

Tuition program with their child each week. If you 
wish to contact the t he tutor contact you directly (via 
email or telephone), however, please note that this may occur during yo
been established, it is still preferable that you make a request for the tutor to contact you via the diary, rather than you contact them 
directly. This is due to the peripatetic nature of their work.  
 
Any matters regarding facilities, resources, timetabling or billing should be directed to the PAT Coordinator via email: 
pat@rivermount.qld.edu.au.  
 
Performance Opportunities 
All students enrolled in the Performing Arts Tuition Program are invited to participate in an end of year showcase in Semester 2. 

ively, 
students may elect to establish smaller ensembles in consultation with their tutor and/or Music Department staff. There are numerous 
performance opportunities throughout the year, both within and beyond the College. 

 
 

Cost Structure and Attendance at Lessons 
 

The Performing Arts Tuition program operates on a per term model of pricing for lessons as opposed to a cost per lesson structure. 
This model factors in the complexities of timetabling, College events and the variances in term durations. In determining the per term 
cost, the number of weeks is averaged across the year and consideration is given to the likelihood of missed lessons due to College 
requirements such as camps, exam blocks and events.  
 
It is the aim of the PAT program to deliver 30 lessons across the school year. The number of actual lessons undertaken however is 

ndance record. An attendance register of missed lessons and the reasons for non-
attendance is maintained by the Department and used to determine whether a credit or make up lesson is implemented. 
 
Student non-attendance: 
Attendance is ultimately the responsibility of the student. It is inevitable however that a student will miss a lesson throughout the year 
and the reasons for this are varied. Absence may be due to many factors and common reasons including poor organisation, family 
travel, medical appointment, illness, and forgetfulness. To avoid missing lessons, students should be aware of their lesson time 
and proactive in navigating potential issues of clashes which may be avoided with advance notice. 
 
Assistance is provided to students to ensure that every effort is made to attend lessons. The PAT Administrator publishes full 
timetables, 2 weeks in advance and these are available to both students and parents. The College considers many factors when 
timetabling lessons including the impact of events which happen for different year levels at different times. The PAT Administrator 
also makes every effort to contact students at their classroom if they have forgotten to arrive on time for their lesson. 
 
Credit for lessons missed:  

anised at the 
end of Term 4. Each credit will be worth one thirtieth of the annual equivalent fee for the type of lesson missed. Circumstances that 
fall outside of these arrangements will be considered on a case-by-case basis through discussion with the Director of Performing 
Arts. A credit will not be provided for lessons missed based on student non-attendance as detailed above. 
 
Make-up Lessons: 
Make-up lessons apply to students undertaking private lessons only. Due to the availability of tutors, arranging these times can be 
difficult. Many of our tutors have commitments outside of their allotted times at the College and as such make up lessons will be 
arranged on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Policy for missed lessons: 
The policies outlined below are designed to best serve all stakeholders including parents, students, teachers and tutors.  
If you have any queries, concerns or situations which fall outside of these guidelines, please contact the PAT Administration Assistant 
on (07) 3287 0023 or email PAT@rivermount.qld.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITY COLLEGE RESPONSIBILITY 

 

GROUP AND SHARED LESSONS 
 

 If a student is absent from the lesson and 
they are in any way responsible for that 
absence there is no credit recorded.  
 

 The lesson continues with other attendees 
and cannot be replaced or credited. 

 
 
 

 

GROUP AND SHARED LESSONS 
 

 When a student is recorded as present at school 
but is unable to attend a lesson due to a College 
event that involves a whole cohort, this can be 
recorded as a credit.  

 

 

 

PRIVATE LESSONS 
 

 If a student taking private lessons misses 
more than one lesson in a term by their 
own responsibility, depending on the 
circumstances, a make-up lesson may be 
made available.  
 

 Where this is not possible, a credit will be 
recorded on the register. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

PRIVATE LESSONS 
 

When a private student is recorded as present 
at school but is unable to attend a lesson due to 
a College event that involves a whole cohort, 
this can be recorded as a credit or organised as 
a make-up lesson. 

 

College cohort-based events include whole year level 
excursions and incursions, internal sporting carnivals, 
photo days, NAPLAN, immunisation etc. These types of 
activities involve whole year levels or schools and can 
mostly be timetabled for. 
 

College cohort-based events do not include individual 
involvement in a sporting, dance, musical, dramatic, 
elective subject excursions, standardised testing, in-class 
assessment.  
 
For these occasions, the student must take the initiative to 
inform the PAT Administration A
notice of their pending absence and alternative action may 
be taken from there. It also does not include students 
choosing to remain in class because they do not feel like 
attending or would prefer to undertake activities in the 
classroom. 
 

 
 
If a tutor is absent from a lesson, the College will organise a make-up lesson or credit for private 
students or record a credit for group and shared lessons. Please refer to the section on credit for 
lessons missed and make-up lessons. 
 



 
 

Terms and Conditions 
 

Tuition Fees 
At the beginning of each term, fees will be invoiced for the full term and payment is required within 14 days. If payment for tuition is 
not received by the due date, enrolment of the student will be suspended until payment is made or alternative arrangements are 
agreed upon. The tuition fee covers the cost of instruction only and does not include instruments, books or other equipment that may 
be required to undertake lessons. No student will be admitted to the Performing Arts Tuition Program if program fees for previous 
terms remain outstanding. 
 
Cancellation of Tuition 
Cancellation of tuition must be made in writing addressed to the PAT Coordinator. Cancellations may be requested via email 
(pat@rivermount.qld.edu.au). Cancellations will not be accepted for the current term once tuition has commenced. Cancellation 
requests received after the commencement of tuition will be processed for the following term and you will be required to pay the 
invoice for the current term, whether the student continues to attend the lessons or not. The College reserves the right to alter the 
cancellation policy at any time. 
 
Attendance at lessons is the responsibility of the student. While all reasonable attempts will be made to ensure a student is in 
attendance at their lesson, the College cannot be held responsible for lessons missed. Due to arrangements that are in place with 
regards to the payment of teachers, lessons that are missed cannot be refunded. Provided appropriate notification has been 
received, make-up lessons may be made available to students undertaking private lessons.  
 
Students who have assessments / examinations that fall during their lesson time are to notify the PAT Coordinator via 
pat@rivermount.qld.edu.au  as soon as possible. All attempts to reschedule will be made but can not be guaranteed. 
 
Student Responsibilities 
1. Attend lessons. 
2. Arrange an alternative lesson time with the tutor if the original lesson time is not suitable. 
3. Senior students - speak with the teacher whose lesson (or part of a lesson) will be missed and find out what work needs to be 

covered for the following lesson. This should be done before the instrumental lesson. There is no excuse for missing homework. 
4. Practice - Students must practise between lessons. Suggested practice times will be recommended by individual tutors. Tutors 

will outline in the Student's Handbook or Google Classroom their expectation for next lesson. It is the student's responsibility to 
fulfil these expectations. Consistent failure to practise indicates a lack of commitment to the program and may result in a review 

 
5. Come to a lesson fully prepared - this includes having instruments, music and any other equipment requested by the tutor. 
6. Proper care of the instrument - Your tutor will inform you of this process. 
7. A positive attitude and a willingness to learn. 

 
Parental Responsibilities 
1. Encourage your child. 
2. Help organise your child to set aside a time and a place to practice. 
3. Even if you don't play an instrument yourself, or read music, take time to be with them during practice time. 
4. Attend concerts and music events (whenever possible). 
5. Talk with your child about report comments. 
6. Pay appropriate fees each term. 

 
End of Semester Reports 
All students will receive a report at the end of each Semester. These reports give results in a variety of specific criteria as well as 
some general comments.  
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